world—Wall Street or Main Street— 
that often were motivated by (or 
sometimes had potentially unantici- 
pated) tax consequences. We have 
attempted to provide updates on as- 
pects of the tax law that might es- 
cape the eye of many practitioners 
dealing with rules and Regulations 
under an ever-more-complex Inter- 
nal Revenue Code. 

Along these lines, we have tried to 


keep an eye on the big picture of 


how the tax law is affected by or may 
affect real world transactions. We of- 
fer candid commentary to our read- 
ers, and a forum for their thoughtful 
analysis and responses. Due in part 
to space limitations and in part by 
design, Shop Talk leaves the latest 
updating of most substantive tax law 
developments to the capable hands 
of others (including my prolific co- 


editor, Dick Lipton, who has shat- 
tered all of THE JOURNAL‘s records 
for output of regular-length articles 
over the years). Shop Talk’s focus 
and mission has been to identify 
matters large and small that may be 
of interest to broad ranges of tax 
practitioners, and to identify the po- 
tential impact and meaning of those 
developments. Having been given li- 
cense by our editors-in-chief to do 
all of the above in a style which al- 
lows for the injection of humor (and 
on rare occasion, actually achieving 
that goal), we remain invigorated 
and vigilant, and we hope that the 
column will remain so for at least 25 
more years, as well. 

The second factor that makes 
Shop Talk unique is its Midwestern 
view of the tax world. For nearly 50 
years, all of the editors and co-edi- 
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tors of this column have been Chica- 
go-based attorneys. While we hope 
that this tradition will continue for 
many years to come, we continue to 
welcome input from readers all over 
America (and beyond). 

What will “Shop Talk” look like 25 
years from now? Over the years our 
readership (like that of THE JOURNAL, 
of course) has become more elec- 
tronic. We already get some e-mail 
responses to our articles (available 
on Checkpoint®) before our original 
column has been mailed out in the 
hard copy version of THE JOURNAL! 
Will Shop Talk evolve into a tax blog 
of its own? Probably not. Will our 
column survive and adapt to ever- 
changing technologies? We think it 
will. Will our column remain rele- 
vant to our readers? We certainly will 
do our best to make that happen. 
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